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This followed the fierce barbarians from the South, or Africa, the
region of heat, Genseric and his Fandtils, to invade Italy by sea?
marked by Mount Vesuvius*, who took Rome in 455, and
sacked it for a fortnight together; and carried off an innumer-
able multitude of captives: among the rest, the empress Ett-
doxia, and her two daughters; who had invited them over to
avenge the murder of her husband, the emperor Talent In Ian,
When the mighty-daring Genaeric hoisted sail at any time to
ravage the islands and coasts of the Roman, empire, and was
asked by his pilot, what course he chose to steer ? with hypo-
critical arrogance, he usually replied, Leave to the windstthe
determination; they trill icaft if a to the derated coast, whose
inhabitants have provoked the dtrine justice ! He literally
turned the Rout an seas into blood, when he cast therein the
mangled bodies of 500 noble Zacynihians; and in 46S? lie de-
stroyed most of ihcjleet sent to attack him by the emperor of
the east, Leo. Atilla and Genseric acted in concert.

3.  The third trumpet sounded, and occasioned a comet to
fall upon the third part of the rivers and springs; which made
them as bitter as wormwood; so that many died, ver. 10,11.

" The shooting of this star" says Mede, " denoted the down-
fall of the western Caesars" Odoacer,ldiig of the HeritU, de-
posed MotHyllus, (calle'd in contempt, Auguslulus, the diminu-
tive of Augustus,} and put an end to the western Roman em-
pire in 470.

This was followed by bitter feuds among the conquerors
themselves. Qdoacer, after he was crowned king of Italy, was
slain by Theodoric in 488; and he, in turn, was deposed by
the lieutenants of Justinian. Thus was Italy, and its fertile
rivers and springs, alternately a prey to the barbarous tribes
who destroyed each other in their contests for empire.

4.  The sounding of tlie fourth trumpet introduced an eclipse
of the third part of the sun, moon, and stars, ver. 12.    And the
historian Cedremis thus describes the aspect of the heavens in
the reign of Justinian, A.D. 533.    " The sun appeared like the
moon, shorn of his beams, as if eclipsed; and w&t&yloom on

* According to Zonaras, in the year A.D. 472, there was a dreadful eruption of Mount
Festivitis, which threw out such an immense quantity of ashes, as turned day into night
even at Constantinople, and covered all the stieets and houses thiee inches deep. This
happened accoiding to MaiMllinus, on the Cth of No.embei j according to the Chi on,
i4lcxand. on the llth.
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